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ing sins into " mortal " and " venial >-' : only when challenged
did he admit that " unforgivable sins " really meant sins which
required a protracted penance for their expiation. Hell to all
eternity is not admitted by Buddhism; though it may last for
aeons and aeons, an upward turn of the Round must come at
long last, just as a downward one will eventually replace even
the most lasting of pleasures. Here lies the difference in the
manner of expression: but in other respects the language of
contrition and pardon might have been taken from one of our
own medieval divines.

We have now covered most of the ground. For the sake of
completeness, mention ought to be made of one more detail in
the picture of the Round, the fearsome monster who clutches
the entire Circle of Existence in his teeth and talons. He is
Shindje, judge of the dead; in his horrible visage we see the
true nature of the Round unmasked, and in his domination over
the .whole scene, we recognize the inexorable character of the
Law of Causation, with which the Round itself is cognate.
Shindje must not be taken for a minister of retributive Justice.
He does not dispense penalties in the name of offended Deity,
nor do the consequences that accrue from good or foolish actions
depend on his private pleasure. Neither gifts nor charms can
buy his indulgence.

I set no store by gold, silver, nor riches

Nor by pope, emperor, king, duke, nor princes

For if I would receive gifts great,

All the world I might get;

All my custom is clean contrary.

Shindje's sole office is to operate the mechanism of cause and
effect, in faithful obedience to its rules. " Every effect pro-
ceeds from a cause.*' The whole implication of this law is that .
every act will bring about an appropriate modification in the
Universe, which nothing can hinder. Other actions may change,
its direction, neutralize it or transform it; but an effect as such
can by no means be wiped out. Joy and pain are simply effects
of causes, needing no bestowal of grace or word of condemna-
tion from outside to produce them. They are symptoms of
the state of a given being at any given moment. The present
condition of the whole Universe, viewed as one, is what it is,
because, with the history of causes and effects as they have
been till now, it cannot but be what it is.